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Painting with Encaustic
Sheary Clough Suiter
sheary@backdoordesigns.com

Apron and/or work clothes. Depending on the weather, we will likely have doors/windows open for cross ventilation, but things heat up as the day progresses with all the heated wax, so dress in layers.  Comfortable shoes, you may be standing to work much of the time. 
Sack Lunch/Beverage. 
Not required to bring, but possible supplies for attendees who have taken a previous encaustic workshop.  If this is your first encaustic workshop, I recommend you don’t worry about bringing any extras, you will have plenty to work with just by using my supplies:
Stencils from craft stores, or ones you have made yourself. 
· Collage materials:  Oriental, rice papers and other thin to medium papers, string, yarn, anything that is not resin coated (shiny), needs to have some porosity so that the wax penetrates in order to collage onto your paintings.  Color images transferred onto thin paper at Kinko’s or at home before class, can be added as collage element. Magazine images, torn book pages, or photographs to collage (print on regular paper, not glossy, glossy is non porous and won’t adhere well). Any thin paper that has porosity can be incorporated into your painting.  Old drawings, sketches, watercolor paintings.
· Xerox images to try the xerox transfer process:  these can be copyright free images, or ideally, xerox copies of your own photographs, drawings or paintings that you would like to use if you want to experiment with the image transfer process.  Simple line drawings or copies with strong black & white shapes, not gray work best. If you want to transfer letters or words, you need to have them printed backwards at Kinkos, or use Photoshop and flip, print, then xerox.  Color xeroxes will usually work, also, depending on the machine. Copies made from the “all in one” copiers do not work, they use high heat which imbeds the toner into the paper, neither do ink jet print outs.  I will have some xerox images on hand for you to try this process, so don't worry about bringing your own.
· Old photographs (Xerox copies of, to save the originals), memorabilia, found papers.  Bring whatever you want and we’ll go through it together and figure out what will work and what won’t.  A lot of people bring copies of old and new family pics on regular paper to collage into the wax, to create a gift out of at least one of their paintings.  Email me in advance at sheary@backdoordesigns.com if you have questions.
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